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After what has felt like months of non-stop rain (which is probably true),
we are looking forward to stepping into the second half of the Spring
Term with a little more optimism in the air!

NOTABLE DATES

Thursday 26 February - ETC Sonopera Interactive Workshop (students only)

Monday 2 March - New Menu meeting at HOLLOW LANE, 2 pm start

Tuesday 3 March - Futures & Transitions Fayre  at WAYSIDE CRESCENT,
open to Years 7-14, 10 am - 11.30 am

Wednesday 4 March - New Menu meeting at WAYSIDE CRESCENT, 2 pm
start

Thursday 5 March - World Book Day

Friday 20 March - Red Nose Day (Comic Relief)

Wednesday 25 to Friday 27 March - Calvert Trust residential for Year 11's

Friday 27 March - Easter Raffle Draw at 12 noon

Saturday 28 March - PTFA Disco for all school and college students at
HOLLOW LANE, 4 pm - 6 pm

Thursday 2 April - Easter Egg Hunt for all students in the playground, Easter
Eggs courtesy of the PTFA

Thursday 2 April - Last day of term

Tuesday 21 April - Students return to school

As the weather improves, we will be making the most of our outdoor learning spaces
and enjoying the fresh opportunities that only spring can bring.



Futures & Transitions Fayre - We hope that all parents of students in Years 7 to 14
will be able to join us at our Fayre this year.  There will be opportunities for you to
start conversations with education and social care providers, as we are expecting the
following to attend:

Exeter College
Garland Support
In Focus
Bicton College
Pelican Project
DWP

Oakwood Court College
Lifeworks College
Learn to Live 19-25 Provision
Foxes Aurora (Previously Foxes Academy)
Sarah Baker (Post 16 Participation Team)
Ellen Tinkham Sixth Form

Sonopera Interactive Workshop - Our students are taking part in
an interactive workshop coming to the College this week!  There
will be a mix of performance and participation with songs,
instrumental music, rounds and chants.  To find out more about
Elfyn, Kip and Patrick from Sonopera, visit their website
www.sonopera.com

New Lunch Menus - Parents & Carers are invited to meet with Philippa
from Norse Catering, our Kitchen Managers, plus students and staff,
to decide which dishes to include on the next menu.  Which meals
would you like to see included?! Come along to either the school or
college meeting and help us agree on the next nutritious, balanced
menu which will run from April 2026 to October 2026 half term:

@ School - Monday 2  March, 1.45 pm for a 2 pm startnd

@ College - Wednesday 4  March, 1.45 pm for a 2 pm startth

https://www.sonopera.com/


World Book Day - Selected Libraries in Devon are running a new initiative for
families to donate outgrown, unwanted children’s costumes in good, wearable
condition.  At the same time, you can choose a new costume for free from the
World Book Day clothing rail.

Libraries participating in this initiative are:

Barnstaple, Newton Abbot, Chudleigh, South Molton, Dawlish, Torquay, Pinhoe,
Sidmouth, Torrington, Kingsbridge, Holsworthy, Tavistock, Exmouth, Paignton
and Ivybridge.

At Ellen Tinkham, we will be running our annual “decorate your classroom door”
competition with the lucky class at ETS and ETC winning a set of books!  If you
would like to make a donation towards the prize, this would be great.  Thank
you.

Red Nose Day / Comic Relief - The Student Council will be
putting their thinking caps on and coming up with ideas for
celebrating Red Nose Day at Ellen Tinkham later in March.  
Details to follow. but we guarantee it will be fun!



Saturday 28 March, 4-6 pm, @ School - Hollow Lane

 ALL SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS WELCOME!

The PTFA is adding some extra fun to the weekend with a
school disco!  Get ready to bust some moves on the dance
floor and have an amazing time with DJ Pedro!  Tickets will be
on sale soon via School Gateway.

Easter Raffle - Tickets are
being sent home and will
also be available via
School Gateway to
purchase.  We really hope
you will be able to support
us again this term.
Perhaps you could
persuade your extended
family and friends to buy
tickets too!

We would also be grateful
for any sweet treat
donations for our hamper!
Thank you.

The draw will take place at
noon on Friday 27 March,
and you could be one of
our lucky, lucky winners!

A polite reminder that
Ellen Tinkham is a

“nut free” school and
college.

Please check
ingredients of snacks
and food items before

sending them in.

Thank you!



Amending an EHCP (Education, Health & Care Plan)

As we continue with our EHCP annual reviews at Bidwell Brook, questions are
coming up about the EHCP and the timings when plans can be amended.

If there are any amendments to an existing EHCP, we’ll talk about them at the
annual review meeting.

EHCPs will be amended by the SEND Operations Team (previously known as
the 0-25 Team) when:

there are significant changes identified;
your child is moving onto their next phase of their education.  For  
example, nursery into reception, Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2, Key Stage 2
to Key Stage 3, Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4 and post-16;
there is a change of address or school;
there are changes in health and/or social care provision.

The Code of Practice says that it is not expected that the EHCP will be
amended on a very frequent basis.   When we hold the annual review, we look
at the whole EHCP.  The Class Teacher’s report, the ‘Listen to Me’ booklet
and parents’ comments contribute to this.  If an EHCP is amended, all
information goes into the Plan and stays there until the EHCP is amended
again.   So if your child’s EHCP is not amended frequently, the information
will stay the same.  This is why sometimes the information is quite out of date
and can mention things that no longer apply. 

As part of the annual review, we always want to know from you how things
are going, so we’ll talk about that in the review even if the EHCP isn’t due to
be changed.  The comments you make go onto the EHCP Hub each time
under the parents / carers views.  The ‘Listen to Me’ booklet is also uploaded
to the Hub.

If you need help getting onto the EHCP Hub, there is a Helpline number you
can call - 01392 380434 option 2. 





Hydropool at ET - Our pupils benefit greatly from their
sessions in the hydropool and our maintenance team
ensure the pool is clean, hygienic and the water is at the
correct temperature.  A robust Risk Assessment is in
place for all users of the pool.

FACE - Family
Advice /
Communication /
Education - We
have been sent
information to pass
on to families from
FACE. 

FACE is running
free online parent
training sessions.
We do not endorse
this company or
recommend you
attend these
sessions, but if you
are interested, you
can find out more
by clicking here.

All students using the hydropool must wear suitable, close fitting swimwear
at each session.

Students who wear incontinence pads during the school day must wear
specialist swimwear when in the pool to prevent any accidents occurring. If
accidents do happen, the pool is closed for everyone until the maintenance
team is able to carry out the necessary cleaning needed.

Below are links to companies which sell the appropriate and necessary
swimwear: 

https://www.fledglings.org.uk/ 

https://www.incywincy.net/

Thank you for your support.

https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/supportforparents
https://www.fledglings.org.uk/
https://www.incywincy.net/


New Federation Finance Manager - At the end of
January, we officially said goodbye to Anne Davies, our
Federation Finance Manager.  Anne had worked for the
Federation for over 15 years before deciding to retire.  
You may have seen Anne at our Fayres as she was always
selling raffle tickets!  We wish her well in her retirement.

We are delighted to announce that Warren Smart is our
newly appointed Federation Finance Manager!  Warren
has previously worked in finance with both the Local
Authority and at a Exeter-based Primary School, so joins
us with lots of experience.

Welcome to the team Warren!

Free Car Seat Straps - Devon & Cornwall Police
are offering drivers and passengers with
additional needs, free seatbelt covers to help
make communication easier after incidents
including road traffic collisions.

The seatbelt cover can be personalised and
wrapped around an adult seatbelt using Velcro. A
card inside the seatbelt cover allows the user to
add their name, age, address, medical conditions
or other information about how they like to be
communicated with.  In the event of an
emergency a first responder (someone from the
blue light services) or a member of the public can
look inside the seatbelt cover to get more
information and understand how they can
respond appropriately to a person’s individual
needs to help make them feel safe again.

The covers are attached to adult seatbelts and then easily removed if you want to
use them in a different vehicle. The lightweight covers are also easy to pop into a
bag and transport around.

Seat belt covers can be obtained from any Police Enquiry Office (PEO) across
Devon and Cornwall.  To check where your nearest PEO is and their opening
hours, click here Find a police station | Devon & Cornwall Police

https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/contact/find-a-police-station/


Enjoy the rest of your week.

Free School Meals - Devon schools provide free school meal (FSM) holiday
vouchers to low-income families, usually via email/letter with a unique code for
supermarkets like Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury's during school breaks.

To get them, apply online through the Devon Citizen’s Portal for FSM eligibility, or
contact Devon County Council's free school meals team if you're already
registered but haven't received them. These vouchers help cover food costs for
children who would otherwise receive free school meals during holidays. 

How to Get Vouchers
1.Check Eligibility/Apply: Apply for Free School Meals via the Devon Citizen’s

Portal for an instant decision.
2.Receive Voucher: If eligible, you'll get a letter or email with a voucher code

for the school holidays.
3.Redeem: Use the code to exchange for an eGift card at participating

supermarkets (Sainsbury's, Iceland, Tesco, Asda, etc.). 

Key Contacts & Info
freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk
0345 155 1019 (Education Helpline)
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-
meals/

Codes do expire, so please redeem them before they become invalid.

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en?ReturnUrl=%2FCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en?ReturnUrl=%2FCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en?ReturnUrl=%2FCCSCitizenPortal_live
mailto:freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-meals/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-meals/



